November, Colonel Hope Grant of the 9th Lancers
being now in command. It was hoped that a force of
six thousand men would be concentrated at Cawn-
pore by the 10th November and would reach the
Residency by the 15th. It was also reported that a
large convoy of supplies had arrived at the Alam-
bagh. On the night of the 27th October news came
through from Bruce that Hope Grant's column had
arrived on the previous day. The siege had now
lasted a hundred and twenty days.
It was still difficult to find bearers for private
communications, but Lieutenant Moorsom was
fortunate enough to get the following letter
smuggled through the enemy's lines:
'Lucknow* 27th October.
My Dearest Mother,
All right physically and mentally, brain, body
and limbs, to date. We relieved Lucknow from its
instant peril, and are now ourselves occupying a
more extended position in the town, blockaded with
the garrison. Write to Inglis's, Gubbins', and
Coupers people, if possible, to say that they and
theirs are all well. We have grub, abundant
ammunition., good quarters, plenty of fighting men,
stout hearts, and our God on our side; on the other,
our enemy numerous, but cowardly, with a scarcity
of iron and lead for guns. Had we not many women
and children, and sick and wounded, we could walk
out of the town at any time.
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